


The mission of the Romanian Foundation
for Children, Community and Family is to
support vulnerable and marginalised
children so that they can grow up in a
safe family environment and have access
to the much needed education and
healthcare.

 We helped over 3,000 children and families
get through the crisis, which could have
otherwise led to child abandonment or school
dropout.

e Over 400 children improved their school
results after having attended the activities
carried out in our community centres.

« We set up a new Community Centre together
with Banca Transilvania as part of a project
called Cluj Has a Soul. The youth from Cluj
will be supported to start leading a life on
their own, independent of social services.
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FRCCF

We have a partnership with the Social
Protection Service of Cluj-Napoca
Local Council as part of an EU-funded
project addressing children and
families on a low income from Cluj-
Napoca.
 We started an under two year old child
abandonment prevention project
together with our strong partner
UNICEF.
 Thousands of children took part in our
special events organised for June 1st,
The Universal Children’s Day or for
holidays
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School drop out - conseguences
 According to a European report that came out recent ly, Romania is among the
first countries as to the rate of school abandonmen tis concerned (19%).

 The drop out is the future adult that
won’t have a vocational degree and
won’t be able to fit in.

 Without a profession, those who
abandon school will face great
difficulty in finding employment. Many |
of them end up in the street, whether
in Romania or abroad.

e The unqualified persons are forced to
accept jobs on the black market,
facing the risks of being exploited or
cheated.



Consequences of school abandonment

*Those who manage to find a job are prone to being
underpaid or even losing their job, thus they cannot live a
decent live.

sLacking that, these people will have lower chances to start
up a family, and their children will have all the chances to
end up in the street eventually.

sUnqualified people are more prone to needing social
benefits.

*Most of them come to be marginalised by the society, thus
they face the risk of becoming violent, drug addicts,
alcoholic, or even engaging in criminal acts.
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I $’ Children who leave abroad

The children who abandon school and leave abroad en  d up facing the
situations below: e

« Sexual exploitation, including prostitution
and child pornography;

e Labour exploitation;

« lllegal activities, including begging, theft
and drug consumption;

e Trade for adoption;

e Organ trafficking.

In Romania, the victims are mostly girls and young women aged between 13 and 33,
of whom a quarter are under age.

FIRICICIF[2



In 2006, FRCCF opened a community
centre addressing children whose parents
work abroad or repatriated children.

In its second year, 65 children aged
between 7-14 benefited from the services
provided at the community centre.

The children learn what the dangers of
migration are, which are their rights, both
in the country and abroad, and are helped
so that they won’t abandon school.
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Services provided at the Licuricii (Fireflies)community centre

* Almost 100 children took part in the
community centre activities:

e Learning support;
 Psychological counselling;

» Personal development groups;

e Sporting games and trivia quizzes;
o Arts club;

e Celebrations for March 8th, June 1st
and winter holidays.

The community center was closed this
year because of the lack of funds.



I What FRCCF does for the underaged children at risk of | iving

in the street

« The major risks of abandoning school and ending up in the street are faced
by teenagers.

 In 2007, FRCCF opened up the
Cluj has a soul day-care centre,
addressing teenagers with poor
material and family background.

e 400 teenagers benefited from the
centre’s services following the 8
months after its opening.

e 14 of whom had abandoned
school or had been engaged in
several activities in the street. 104
of the teenagers failed their
grades or repeated school
grades.

e 8 of the 14 teeanagers resumed
their studies starting with this
school year.

e Those who failed (45 under age children) passed in the next school year
thanks to the support provided at the centre.



I Services provided at the Cluj has a soul day-care centre

» Social work

» Services provided by a child psychologist
» Psychological counselling

» Psychotherapy

 Vocational counselling and job mediation
 Homework supervision and support
 Tutoring sessions

 Vocational and career guiding

» Personal development group

» PC literacy classes

» Theatre class

e Arts

*Sports activities

« Medical counselling and health education.



Information sources

Raportul privind starea inv.  mantului
—an colar 2004-2005;

http://europa.eu.int/eures/home.jsp?la

ng=ro — , portalul mobilit ii
europene pentru ocuparea for ei de
munc ;

http://www.muncainstrainatate.anofm.r
0 — pagina Agen iei Na ionale pentru
Ocuparea For ei de Munc ;
http://anitp.mai.gov.ro/ro/docs/raport_a
nual _2006%20.pdf — Raportul privind
situa ia traficului de persoane in
Romania in 2006

Ghid de prevenire a riscurilor migra iei-
Instrument de lucru pentru profesori i
copii, FRCCF, Hors la Rue, 2008.
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Thank you!

www.frccf.org.ro



